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NOTDFTCATION OF FIRST OFftCE ACTION 

1 . ^According to the request for substantive examination made by applicant, in accordance with the 

provisions of Paragraph 1 of Article 35 of the Chinese Patent Law, the Examiner proceeds with the 
examination as to substance of the above-identifled patent application for Invention. 
□ In accordance with the provisions of Paragraph 2 of Article 35 of the Chinese Patent Law, the Chinese 
Patent Office has, on its own Initiative, decided to proceed with the examination as to substance of the 
above-identified patent application for invention. 

2. ^Applicant claims the application dated 

June 12. 2003 when the previous application was filed with KR a s the priority date. 

w hen the previous application was filed with as the priority date, 

^when the previous application was filed with ^as the priority date, 

when the previous application was filed with as the priority date, 

^when the previous application was filed with as the priority date, 

HApplicant has furnished the copy of the first-filed application documents certified by the Receiving 

Administration of the prior filing State. 
□Applicant has not yet fumished the copy of the first application documents certified b/ the 
Receiving Administration of the prior filing State. According to the provision of Article 30 of the 
Chinese Patent Law, the claim for tlie priority shall be deemed not to have been made. 



3. DApplicant submitted the amended documents on. 
Upon examination, the amendment submitted on ^ 
the amendment submitted on 



and on 



, can not be accepted; 
. can not be accepted; 



Because the amendment(s) is (are) not in conformity \yith 
□Article 33 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

□Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 
Please refer to the text of the OA in which the specific reason for refusing to accept the amendments 
is stated. 
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4. HThe examination is conducted on the basis of the inillal application documents. 

□ The examination is conducted on the basis of the following application documents: 

Pages of the Claims, pages ^of the Description and pages of the Drawings of the 

initial documents submitted on the filing date; 

Claims , pages of the Description and pages of the Drawings of the 

documents submitted on ; 

Claims , pages of the Description and pages ^of the Drawings of the documents 

submitted on 

Abstract submitted on . 

5. DThe notification is made without search. 
BThe notification is made with search. 

EZTThe following references are cited in the notification. The codes of the references will be used 
in the further procedure of examination: 



Code 


Reference No. or Title 


Publication Date (or Filing Date of Conflict Application) 


1. 


CN 2488461 Y 


May 1, 2002 


2. 


CN 2435590 Y 


June 20, 2001 



6. Conclusive opinion: 

□Regarding the Description 

□The content of the application belongs to the scope of Article 5 of the Chinese Patent Law 
which can not be granted. 

□ The Description is unconformity with the provisions of Paragraph 3 of Article 26 of the 
Chinese Patent Law. 

□ The Description is unconformity with the Article 33 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

□ The presentation manner of the Description is unconformity with Rule 18 of the 

implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 
Bf Regarding the Claims 

□Claims_do not possess the novelty under Paragraph 2 of Article 22 of the Chinese Patent 
Law. 

BCIaims 1-3> 13-15 do not possess the inventiveness under Paragraph 3 of Article 22 of the 
Chinese Patent Law. 

□Claims do not possess the practical applicability under Paragraph 4 of Article 22 of 

the Chinese Patent Law. 
□Claims fall in the scope of Article 25 of the Patent Law which can not be 

granted. 

BlClaim sS^ 17 do not meet the requirement of Paragraph 4 of Article 26 of the Chinese 
Patent Law. 

□Claims do not meet the requirement of Paragraph 1 of Article 31 of the Chinese 

Patent Law. 

□ Claims.^ ^do not meet the requirements of Article 33 of the Patent Law. 



□Claims don't comply with the interpretation of invention under Paragraph 1 of Rule 

2 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 
□Claims do not meet the requirements of Paragraph 1 of Rule 13 of the Implementing 

Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 
0Claims_13:2O ^do not meet the requirements of Rule 20 of the Implennenting Regulations 

of the Chinese Patent Law. 

Please refer to the text of the notification in detail for the above. 

7. Based on the above conclusive opinion, the examiner points out that 

□ the applicant should amend the application documents according to the requirements of the 
text of the notification. 

ETThe applicant should state the reason that the application may be granted in his observation 
and amend the application documents according to the teaching of the text of the 
notification, othen^se, the application may not be granted. 
□No any substantive contents to be granted are presented in the application. If the applicant 
does not submit his observation or his observation is not reasonable, the application will be 
rejected. 

.□ 

.8. Following items shall come to applicant's attention: 

(1 ) According to Article 37 of the Chinese Patent Law, applicant should submit his observation 
withln,4_months from the date he receives the notification. If, without any justified reason, the 
time limit for mailing a response is not meet, the application will be deemed to be withdrawn. 

(2) The amendments to the application documents should meet the requirement of Article 33 of 

the Chinese Patent Law. The amendment text should be submitted in two copies and. the 
amending manner should comply with the relevant regulations of the Examination Guide, 

(3) The observation and / or amendment documents should be mailed to or submitted directly to 
the Receiving Section of the Chinese Patent Office, othenvise. the submitted documents have 
no legal effect. 

(4) The applicant and / or attorney may not meet the examiner ff an appointment has not been 
made. 

9. The text of this notification consists of_L. pages, including the following annexes: 
0«JL3j)ages of ^ copies of the cited references. 



Text of the First Office Action 



The present application relates to a vacuum cleaner. Upon examination, the 
Examiner gives the following comments: 

1. Claims 1-3 lack inventiveness under Article 22, Paragraph 3 of the Qiinese Patent 
Law. 

1. Independent claim 1 relates to a vacuum cleaner. Dl (see page 2, line 1 1 — ^page 3, 
last line and Fig: 1) discloses a cleaner having a blowing device, comprising: 

(1) a casing having upper and lower cavities 8 and 26 defining a certain internal 
space; 

[ (2) a motor (corresponding to the "suction force generating unit" in claim 1) installed 
in the upper cavity 8 in the casing; 

(3) a filtering core 11 (corresponding to the "filter unit" in claim 1) installed between 
the upper and lower cavities 8 and 26 in the casing for filtering off impurities in 
air sucked fix>m the outside; 

(4) an air-check valve 18 installed on a suction tube wall and an air-release valve 3 
installed in the casing (which correspond to the "flow channel switch means" in 
claim 1) for selectively switching a flow channel of aur flowing through among a 
flexible suction tube 14 and a rigid suction tube 21 (which correspond to the 'liead 
unit" in claim 1), the filtering core 11 (corresponding to the "filter unit" in claim 1) 
and the motor 9 (corresponding to the "suction force jgenerating unit" in claim 1); 
and 

(5) pipes 12, 17 and 22 for providing passages of air flowing through among the 
flexible suction tube 14, the rigid suction tube 21, the filtering core 11, the motor 
9 and the air-check valve 1 8. 

Claim 1 dijBfers from Dl in that the vacuum cleaner in claim 1 further comprises a 
*1iead unit connected with the casing so as to have cleaning implement and. provide a 
flow channel for removing impurities outside". 

Since the cleaner of Dl is used for cleaning electronic elements within an electric 
product, it does not include a special head unit. However, the cleaner of Dl 
comprises a flexible suction tube 14 and a rigid suction tube 21 connected to the 
casing. The flexible suction tube 14 and the rigid suction tube 21 per se are capable 
of sucking air with impurities and blowing a high-pressure gas to clean dusts in 
comers or slots where an ordinary cleaner cannot reach. Accordingly, those skilled 
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in the art can feadily think of providing a special head unit at an end of the rigid 
suction tube 21 of the cleaner of Dl to solve the technical problem of the present 
invention. It is obvious to those skilled in the art that the technical solution of claim 

1 can be obtained on the basis of Dl in combination with conventional techniques in 
the art. Therefore, claim 1 does not possess inventiveness. 

2. Claim 2 further limits claim 1 . However, the additional technical features of claim 

2 are either disclosed by Dl (see page 2, line 11 — ^page 3, last line and Fig, 1) or 
related to conventional techniques in the art for the following reasons: 

(1) In Dl, a rigid blowing tube 22 is formed on one side of the air-check valve 18. 
As mentioned above, those skilled in the art can readily think of providing a special 
head unit at an end of the rigid suction tube 21 of the cleaner of Dl to solve the 
technical problem of the present invention. Thus, the rigid blowing tube 22, which 
can be connected to the head unit, corresponds to "head unit connecting pipe" in 
claim 2. 

(2) la Dl, a flexible blowing tube 12 and a rigid blowing tube 17, which are installed 
between the air-check valve 18 and the filtering core 11, correspond to the **main 
inflow pipe" in claim 2. 

(3) In Dl, the filtering core 11 and the motor 9 are connected. Although Dl does not 
employ a guide pipe for connecting them, the use of such a guide pipe is common in 
the art. 

(4) In Dl, the air-release valve 3 is used for allowing the air flowing from the filtering 
core 11 into the motor 9 to be discharged to the outside. Although Dl does not 
provide a main discharge pipe, the use of such a main discharge pipe is common in 
the art. 

(5) In order to discharge air, it is common in the art to provide a sub-discharge pipe 
for connecting the flow channel switch means with the main discharge pipe. 

Therefore, when claim 1 lacks inventiveness, claim 2 which refers to it also lacks 
inventiveness. 

3. Claim 3 further limits claim 2. D2 (see page 1, line 4 from the bottom — ^page 2, 
last line and Figs. 1-3) discloses a four-channel, rotary, switch valve, comprising: 

(1) a valve body 1 (corresponding to the "valve housing" in claim 3) having four 
through holes for connecting four pipes; and 

(2) a valve core 2 (corresponding to the "flow channel switch valve" in claim 3) 
rotatively inserted into the valve body 1, the valve core having two arcuate 
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channels connected with the four through holes. 

The above features of D2 are used for switching air flow channels. Accordingly, 
those skilled in the art can readily think of applying the switch valve of D2 to Dl to 
thereby solve its technical problem. In addition, during the application of the witch 
valve, it is within the capability of those skilled in the art to install the valve body 1 to 
a casing and have the through holes in the valve body 1 connected to specific pipes. 
Therefore, when claim 2 lacks inventiveness, claim 3 which refers to it also lacks 
inventiveness. 

n. Other defects of the claims 

1. Claim 5 does not comply with Article 26, Paragraph 4 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

According to the Description (see page 6, lines 15-23 of the English Description), a 
second through hole 21b is formed so as to be horizontal to a first through hole 21a 
along the circumference and be at an interval of 90 degrees, and a third through hole 
21c is formed so as to be horizontal to the second through hole 21b along the 
circumference and be at an interval of 180 degrees. That is, these three through 
holes are not formed at an interval of 90 degrees firom each other. However, claim 5 
states that /the plural through holes of the valve housing are formed at an interval of 
90 degrees firom each other". Obviously, claim 5 is not supported by the Description 
tmder Article 26, Paragraph 4 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

2. Independent claim 13 relates to a vacuum cleaner. However, the vacuiun cleaner 
of claim 13 includes the same structural components as the vacuum cleaner of claim 1. 
Although claim 13 functionally defines the specific components of the vacuum 
cleaner, the components having the same structural features in the present application 
must have essentially the same functions. Therefore, claims 13 and 1 have 
essentially the same scope of protection, which does not meet the conciseness 
requirement of Rule 20, Paragraph 1 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese 
Patent Law. Similarly, dependent claims 14-20 do not meet the conciseness 
requirement of Rule 20, Paragraph 1 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese 
Patent Law either The applicant should delete either claims 1-12 or claims 13-20. 
Meanwhile, since claims 13-15 and 17 are essentially the same as claims 1-3 and 5, 
claims 13-15 lack inventiveness under Article 22, Paragraph 3 of the Chinese Patent 
Law and claim 17 is not supported by the Description under Article 26, Paragraph 4 
of the Chinese Patent Law (see the above comments). 

The applicant should make observations and amend the application in accordance 
with the above comments within the specified time Umit. In particular, the applicant 
should amend the claims according to the reference documents cited herein, and 
should provide arguments for the inventiveness of the amended independent claims 
over the reference documents and the prior art mentioned in the original Description. 
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After amending the Claims, the applicant should adapt the Description to the amended 
Claims. Note that the amendments to the application shall not go beyond the 
disclosure of the original Description and Claims under Article 33 of the Chinese 
Patent Law. 
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Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 
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